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Rationale for dumping is incorrect and
should be unacceptable

I

IAEA Director General Grossi effectively endorsed the plan in April 2021
even before the Task Force was formed; he said the dumping plan was
“both technically feasible and in line with international practice, even
though the large amount of water makes it a unique and complex case.”

o Just because it is international practice does not make it compliant. The fact
that discharges of other countries may also violate GSG-8 cannot and does
not mean than Japan can ignore the justification provision of GSG-8 for
other countries.

It does not appear that TEPCO, the NRA, or the |IAEA has analyzed
compliance with GSG-8 from the transboundary perspective of costs
without benefits.

During the Expert Panel’s June 8/9 meeting with the IAEA, the AIEA flatly
rejected any consideration of the justification aspect under GSG-8.

o In a previous meeting, the |AEA had that such an analysis was the NRA’s
responsibility. But during the June 8/9 meeting the IAEA did not commit to
recommending such an analysis to the NRA|
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Alternatives

While TEPCO has considered some alternatives, one option that would likely comply with GSG-8 so far as
the people and countries of the Pacific region are concerned has not been examined.

This option involves treating the water with the ALPS system, as now proposed, but using tritium-
contaminated water to make concrete with little human contact instead of dumping it in the ocean.

TEPCQ claims to have considered a concrete option but the documentation provided shows that it has not
considered the option recommended by the Expert Panel.

TEPCQ’s concrete option was to mix radioactive water from the tanks without ALPS treatment with a cement-
like material and then dispose of the result as radioactive waste in shallow or deep burial.

The Expert Panel recommendation is to treat the water first, as now proposed by TEPCO, and then make
concrete for applications with little potential for human contact.

The TEPCO plan would increase the volume of waste and the Expert Panel has agreed with its rejection of
the plan to mix untreated water with cement.

But TEPCO has not agreed to analyze the specific concrete option recommended by the Expert Panel.
The IAEA considers alternatives beyond their scope of their agreement with Japan.

During the Expert Panel meeting with the |IAEA on June 8/9 2023, the IAEA could not identify any benefit to
Pacific region countries from the dumping plan. But it still refused to address the GSG-8 justification issue or
recommend the Expert Panel concrete option for serious consideration.
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My view about the IAEA and GSG-
The [AEA has taken a very narrow view of the TEPCO ALPS-treated radioactive water dumping plan.
| am not taking issue with |IAEA's laboratories or their ability fo take somples or verify measurements. THe issues are much
bigger than that.
The IAEA has refused fo consider the justification requirement of GSG-8 in relation to Pacific region countries.
There will be no benefit to Pacific region couniries and some harm. The dumping is in violation of the justification requirement
of GSG-8.
The IAEA could not identify any positive benefit to Pacific region countries during the 8 /9 June 2023 meeting with the Expert
Panel despite being expliciily asked.
The IAEA was so eager fo endorse TEPCO’s plan as safe that the task force chair, Mr. Caruso, completely mis-stated the
amount of tritium created naturally each year in the 8/% June meeting as “thousands of kilos” each year.
The correct amount is in the range 0.15 kg to 0.4 kg/year. While everyone makes errors, the statement was made to justify
the small amount to be dumped by TEPCO compared to natural production,
It is remarkable that the Director and Coordinator of the |AEA's safety review should make a statement about safety that was
thousands to tens of thousands of fimes wrong about a basic scientific fact.
It raises the following issue for me (not discussed with the Expert Panel as yet): if the |AEA could be so very wrong about a
fundamental fact about tritium that is easily accessible in the literature, including scientific literature produced by repured labs
of two of its most prominent members, what else is the |AEA getting wrong?
We do know that the |AEA is refusing to consider the implications of its own guidance regarding Pacific region couniries,
including Pacific region |AEA member countries or an option that would prevent transhoundary harm. That in my view is
unacceptable for an agency charged with such a heavy responsibility.
Neither | nor the Expert Panel came to the point of criticizing the |IAEA easily. But given the facts, there has been little choice
but to urge the |AEA to a better course.,
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